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him : to do so would both seem and be a defeat, and his
army would become a rabble. Mulugeta was told that
he could go forward if he did not risk an open battle. But
never to repeat the mistake of Desta and wait to be fully
engaged before he withdrew.
It annoyed Mulugeta beyond measure to be deprived of
the fifteen thousand men of Dedjazmatch Moshesha Wolde :
the garrison of Kambata, like all the south-western pro-
vincial pioneers, were fine fighting men, lean and conversant
with the realities of war. He kept them as long as he could ;
and though he himself had stressed the need of attack or
withdrawal, did neither.
Kassa awaited the reinforcements of men and ammunition
which were to make up the gaps in his own army caused
by the free-for-all battle in January. Until they arrived,
he firmly decided, he would take no initiative.
.When the northern part of the Ethiopian armies was in
this state of stagnation and feudal jealousy the plan of
Marshal Badoglio was put into operation.
The famous series of three battles which were to follow,
Amba Aradam, the Tembien and the Shire, were won by
their overwhelming mass.
Mass of men, mass of fire, mass of artillery, mass of
aviation. The mass of a civilised people, six times in
population^ greater and incalculably more advanced,
smashing the wholly inferior mass of an African State.
In every point the Italians were superior : but the most
important point was numbers, and the second most
important point was rifle ammunition.
As fighting men, for courage, cleverness, endurance : as
artillery, for accurate counter-battery work or improvisa-
tion : as a modern army in the field, the Italians cannot
be judged. These three battles, when the whole Ethiopian
front was blown away in a typhoon of bombs, shells and
machine-gun bullets, provide no indices of Italian advance
as a battle organisation.
But they show a most striking improvement in Italian
administration behind the lines.
In English military theory, which is reputed to be over-
careful, each division is believed to need a road of its own
for supply. Badoglio, for the battle of Amba Aradam, used one

